
 

 

 

TO:  Planning and Zoning Commission 

FROM: Frank Dillon, Director 

DATE: October 22, 2020 

SUBJECT: CUP-20-3-01 (Little Star Child Daycare) 

APPLICATION REQUEST:  

The applicant, Imelda J Sandoval, is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to operate a Day Care Center 
(Child Group Home) in her residence on an R-2 (Residential) zoned property located at 264 Manzana 
Ct in Rio Rico, AZ. 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Sub Rio Rico Ranchettes Unit No.3 Lot 74 of Blk 25 
PARCEL NUMBER:  116-01-207 
OWNERSHIP :  Imelda J Sandoval  
LOCATION:   264 Manzana Ct, Rio Rico, AZ 
PARCEL SIZE:  0.64 acres 
EXISTING ZONING:  R-2 (Residential) 
EXISTING LAND USE: Single-family residential 
COMP PLAN:  LDR (Low Density Residential) 

SURROUNDING PROPERTIES 

Direction Zoning Use of property 

North R-2 (Residential) Residential 

South R-2 (Residential)) Residential 

East R-2 (Residential)  Residential 

West R-2 (Residential) Vacant/Residential 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC FACILITIES SERVING THE SITE 

Water Liberty Utilities 

Wastewater Septic 

Electric Unisource 

Gas Unisource 

Fire Protection Rio Rico Fire District 

 

  

 

 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

PLANNING DIVISION 

 

Exit 17 
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ACCESS TO SITE 

This site is located in the Rio Rico Ranchettes Unit No.3 Subdivision accessed along public roads situated 
in Rio Rico from Interstate 19. Take exit 17 toward Rio Rico Drive, turn right onto Rio Rico Drive, turn left 
onto Pendleton Drive, and right to Manzana CT to the subject property. 

Access Map            Source: Google Earth Pro 
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Zoning and Location Map          Source: Santa Cruz County GIS 

 

BACKGROUND 

The subject property is currently in the development process in the Rio Rico Ranchettes Unit No.3 
Subdivision where many of the surrounding lots are currently undeveloped.  
The subject property is zoned R-2 and currently support one (1) dwelling structure (2,900 square feet), 
the applicant’s residence. Mrs. Sandoval has been a D.E.S. child care provider for  over twenty (20) 
years and is currently located in her residence in Rio Rico where she take care of 4 children, the 
maximum capacity before having to apply for a Child Group Home with the Arizona Department of 
Health Services, Bureau of Child Care Licensing. One of the requirements to apply for such license is the 
approval from the corresponding Planning Department.  
The applicant has submitted supporting documentation to explain the services to be provided at her 
facility and the requirements to operate a child care group home in the State of Arizona. 
Mrs. Sandoval stated the intent is to use her residence as a Child Care Group Home for no more than 
ten (10) children. Hours will be from 6:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. Monday to Friday and no evening or 
nighttime care will be provided.  

As defined by state law, child care means “the care, supervision and guidance of a child of children, 
unaccompanied by parent, guardian or custodian, on a regular basis, for periods of less than twenty-four 
(24) hours per day, in a place other than the child’s or the children’s own home or homes.” Further, a 
childcare facility is defined as “any facility in which child care is regularly provided for compensation for 
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five or more children not related to the proprietor.” All facilities are licensed by the Arizona Department 
of Health Services. 

The State Department of Health Services Bureau of Child Care Licensing was established to ensure the 
health, safety, and the well-being of children in child care facilities. The Bureau is responsible for 
providing technical assistance, training of staff and investigating complaints for licensed and unlicensed 
activities. The Bureau is also responsible for the development of adequate standards to address the 
physical space, equipment, programs, and services, as well as ensuring the good character of all 
applicants and facility personnel. Files containing compliance evaluations reports, complaint reports, 
sanitation, fire safety, and staffing reports are maintained for each facility and are accessible to the 
public. All facilities are visited on a periodic basis, with a least one unannounced visit made manually. 
 
Mrs. Sandoval applied for the same Conditional Use Permit and it was denied by the Board of 
Adjustment District No. 3 in the hearing on May 16, 2002 based on the comments from the neighbors 
being against the Child Care Center. 
 

 
Floor Plan            Source: Applicant 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Since advertising this application for hearing, the Department has received one letter of support related 
to this project.  
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EVALUATION TO THE REQUEST 

The Mr. Sandoval is a D.E.S. Child Care Provider and for the past seventeen (17) years she have taken 
care up to four (4) children at the same time at the subject property. She is also an active participant 
with Quality First Scholarships and Head Start programs. These programs offer scholarships, assistance 
on low payment plans and up to free child care for families in need through the Child Care Group Homes. 

There are no active Child Care Group Homes in the Rio Rico area. The Community Development 
Department agrees with Mrs. Sandoval in her letter of intent, that a Child Care Group Home will be 
beneficial for the community with the programs that will be available.  

Pursuant to Santa Cruz County Zoning and Development Code Article 10, Section 1003(K), Day Care 
Centers are permitted in R-2 zones with a Conditional Use Permit: 

K. Day Care Centers or Adult Care Facilities 

1. The maximum building height shall be thirty five (35) feet. 

2. Adequate provisions for: parking, fences, and security must be provided. 

3. Copies of all required State licensing information shall be provided to the Planning and 
Zoning Department.  

The lot meets the required criteria for the proposed Child Care Group Home and is outside of the 
floodway. 

Aerial View           Source: Santa Cruz County GIS 
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DFIRM Map           Source: Santa Cruz County GIS 

 

SUMMARY   

The applicant, Imelda J Sandoval, is requesting a Conditional Use Permit from Section 1003(K) of the 
Santa Cruz County Zoning and Development Code to operate a Child Care Group Home licensed by the 
Arizona Department of Health Services, Bureau of Child Care Licensing. She is currently licensed with 
D.E.S. Child Care program and is an active participant with Quality First Scholarships and Head Start 
programs.  
The applicant intention to have the Child Care Group Home is to be able to offer a service with 
scholarships and programs through agencies mentioned before for community which are not available 
at this time in the Rio Rico area. 
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Site Map             Source: Applicant 

 

Factors in Favor of Approving the Conditional Use request 

1. A child care group home does not conflict with the Comprehensive Plan Low Density Residential 
Category; 

2. There is enough space on-site to support the proposed use; 
3. The lot meets the criteria listed in the Conditional Use requirements; 
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4. The intent of child care group homes is to provide a homelike atmosphere, therefore, the 
residential character of the area will be preserved; 

5. No opposition to date. 
 
Factors in Favor of Denying the Conditional Use request 

1. None.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Based on the factors in favor of approval, staff recommends Approval of CUP-20-3-01 subject to the 
following Conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall provide the County a signed Acceptance of Conditions and a Waiver of Claims 
form arising from ARS §12-1134 signed by the property owner of the subject property within 
thirty (30) days of approval of the Conditional Use request, otherwise the Conditional Use 
authorization may be deemed void upon 30-day notification to the Applicant; 

2. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to obtain any additional permits, or meet any additional 
conditions, that may be applicable to the proposed use due to other federal, state, or local laws 
or regulations; and 

3. Changes to the approved Conditional Use shall be considered a new application and will require 
additional review and approval. 

4. No commercial signage allowed as a part of this permit. 
5. The Conditional Use shall become void upon a change in property occupancy or ownership. 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: Madam Chair, I move to approve CUP-20-3-01, with the Conditions of Approval 
as recommended by staff with the Factors in Favor of approval constituting the Findings of Fact. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Complete Application Submittal 

2. Letter of Intent 

3. Site Plan 

4. Floor Plan 

5. Property Pictures 

6. Property Profile 

7. Bureau Department of Health Services Initial Certification Application for a Child Care Group 
Home 

 

















 

 

Santa Cruz County 
Community Development Department 

PLANNING – BUILDING 
                    2150 N Congress Drive, Suite 206  Nogales, AZ 85621  520-375-7930 

 

 
RE: Case No. CUP-20-3-01; Parcel No. 116-01-207 
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Property Records Inquiry 
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General Information 2021

Property Address  Owner Name & Address

264 MANZANA CT 
RIO RICO, 85648

 

Primary Owner
SANDOVAL IMELDA J 
264 MANZANA CT
RIO RICO, AZ 85648
100.00%

Legal Description

Subdivision:   RIO RICO RANCHETTES UNIT #3    Lot:   74    Block:   25

Section: 26, Township: 22S, Range: 13E 

Extended Legal: SUB RIO RICO RANCHETTES UNIT NO.3 LOT 74 OF BLK 25

Property Information

Parcel Number: 11601207   Account Number: R000025713

Tax District: 3501  Current Mill Levy: 0

Square Feet: 27,762.00  Total Acres: 0.64

Primary Use Description: 0143-SFR-010-4 RURAL SUBDIV  

Sales Information

Reception # Sale Price Deed Type SaleDate Grantor Grantee

19870006084 $7,000 JOINT TENANTS 10/07/1987   

19870873658 $3,300 WARRANTY DEED 06/19/1987   

Value Information   Approach: Cost  

Abstract Code/Description Value Type Appraised Value Assessed Value Taxable Value

03I Owner Occupied Residential Improvement $200,563 $20,056 $20,056

03L Owner Occupied Residential Land $5,500 $550 $550

 Totals: $206,063 $20,606 $20,606

Limited Property Value (LPV)

Abstract Code/Description Value Type LPV Actual LPV Assessed LPV Taxable Value

03I Owner Occupied Residential Improvement $175,675 $17,568 $17,568

03L Owner Occupied Residential Land $4,818 $482 $482

 Totals: $180,493 $18,050 $18,050

Account Flags

Flag Type Flag Description Unit Count

   

Property Attributes & Descriptions

Attribute Attribute Description

Access Paved

Amenities Deed Restrictions

Location Cul-de-sac

Utilities Septic

View Mountain - Full

The Parcel has the following Exemptions:

A2 Physically Unchanged Improvement

Building ID 1.00    
Occupancy Description Single Family Residential Rooms 5

Built As Ranch 1 Story Bedrooms 3.00

http://parcelsearch.co.santa-cruz.az.us/RWDataMartPropertyInquiry/Inquiry.aspx
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Exterior Masonry Stucco Block Baths 2.50

HVAC Forced Air Year Built 1999

[BuildingImage]

Detail Type Detail Description Units

Fixture Bath 3 1.0000

Fixture Water Heater 1.0000

Porch Slab Roof 291.0000

Fixture Bath 2 1.0000

Rough In Laundry Facility 1.0000

Fixture Bath 4 1.0000

Fixture Sink Standard 1.0000

Appliance Allowance 1.0000

Add On Carport - Flat Roof 756.0000

Storage Wood 144.0000

Porch Slab Roof 882.0000

<< Return to Results

http://parcelsearch.co.santa-cruz.az.us/RWDataMartPropertyInquiry/PhotoViewer.aspx?ViewType=full&i=ccf1d7b9-5d2b-4a89-8798-b8132a504124
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