
       
      Board of Supervisors 
      April 13, 2020 
      10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 The Board met in a Special Meeting at the Santa Cruz County Complex, 2150 N. Congress Drive, Room 
#120, Nogales, AZ.  Present:  Bruce Bracker, Chairman (Telephonically) ; Manny Ruiz, Vice-Chairman; Rudy 
Molera, Member; Jennifer St. John, County Manager; George Silva, County Attorney; Lizbeth Tolano, Senior 
Secretary. 
 The Meeting was called to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, led by George Silva. 
 CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  None. 

ACTION ITEMS:  
ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF FELIPE A. FUENTES JR., SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

ASSESSOR, EFFECTIVE DAY, APRIL 17, 2020: Supervisor Molera made a motion to approve; second by Vice-
Chairman Ruiz;  

Supervisor Molera thanked Felipe for his great leadership and friendship; Chairman Bracker also thanked 
him for his years of service to our community; Assessor Felipe A. Fuentes Jr. thanked the Board for their support 
and congratulated them for their new administration with Jennifer St. John, County Manager, Human Resources and 
all the County staff; he also thanked the public for giving him the opportunity to represent them for 22 years as 
County Assessor; Recorder Suzanne “Suzie” Sainz thanked Assessor Fuentes for his support and guidance through-
out his years of service; she also congratulated him and his family on his retirement; Vice-Chairman Ruiz read 
Assessor Felipe A. Fuentes Jr. resignation letter; he thanked him for being a great colleague, friend and confidant 
for almost 20 years; he also thanked him for his service as the County Assessor and wished him a happy retirement. 

Motion carried unanimously. (Ayes: Bracker, Molera, Ruiz) 
DIRECTION REGARDING THE PROCESS FOR FILLING THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

ASSESSOR VACANCY, PURSUANT TO A.R.S. 11-251(16), 11-402, 16-230(A) (2) AND 38-2943: County 
Manager Jennifer St. John requested the Board to director her on the filling of a new County Assessor as indicated 
on action item C3. 

Supervisor Molera believes Mr. Pablo A. Ramos should get appointed as the new Assessor for continuity 
and his experience and qualifications as Chief Deputy Assessor for 22 years; Vice-Chairman Ruiz agreed with 
Supervisor Molera and said that continuity would help the office to move forward with the established procedures 
the leadership of Assessor Fuentes and Deputy Pablo A. Ramos implemented; Chairman Bracker agreed that Pablo 
A. Ramos would be the best choice to appoint as County Assessor for his commitment with the community and his 
experience. 

APPOINT A (A. PABLO A. RAMOS) SANTA CRUZ COUNTY ASSESSOR, EFFECTIVE FROM 
APRIL 20, 2020 TO DECEMBER 31, 2020: Supervisor Molera made a motion to approve; second by Vice-
Chairman Ruiz; 

Supervisor Molera wished Pablo A. Ramos the best of luck in his new appointed position as County 
Assessor; Recorder Suzanne “Suzie” Sainz congratulated and wished Pablo A. Ramos the best of luck; Vice-
Chairman Ruiz mentioned for the record that Pablo A. Ramos had submitted his letter of interest for the position. 
Felipe A. Fuentes Jr. congratulated the Board for making the right decision on the appointment of Pablo A. Ramos 
as the new County Assessor and extended his full support. 

Motion carried unanimously. (Ayes: Bracker, Molera, Ruiz) 
APPROVE THE TEMPORARY AT-WILL EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN SANTA 

CRUZ COUNTY/COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AND LILIANA ORTEGA AS DEPUTY COUNTY 
ATTORNEY: County Attorney George Silva explained that Liliana Ortega would be a temporary at-will employee 
that would be under his supervision and would be prosecuting cases on his behalf.  

Supervisor Molera made a motion to approve; second by Vice-Chairman Ruiz; Motion carried unanimously. 
(Ayes: Bracker, Molera, Ruiz) 

Meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m. (Motion: Supervisor Molera; second: Vice-Chairman Ruiz; motion carried 
unanimously) 
 


