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PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

 
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02, that the Board of Supervisors of Santa Cruz County, State of 

Arizona, will hold a SPECIAL MEETING at 9:30 a.m., on Friday, August 14th, 2020 at the Santa Cruz County 

Complex, 2150 N. Congress Drive, Room 120, Nogales, Arizona. 

Notice is further given that one or more members of the Board of Supervisors may attend this 
meeting telephonically. 
 
As we work through this time of the COVID-19 virus please see the following information regarding access 
to the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors' meetings. 
 
Per the most recent guidelines from the federal government that no more than 10 people should be gathered 
in a room at the same time, the public will not be allowed in the Board Chambers. 
 
Members of the public may call to listen and view the meeting by following these steps:   

 
• Dial (669)900-6833 
• Enter the Meeting ID: 914 664 2271 
• Presentation Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9146642271 

 
All incoming calls for the meeting will be muted. 
 
If you would like to speak during Call to the Public please take the following actions:  

 
1. Email Tara Hampton at thampton@santacruzcountyaz.gov 
2. Identify the Board of Supervisors' meeting date, the agenda item # and title. 
3. Name & Telephone Number  
4. Comments or questions should be sent and received by no later than August 13, 2020 at 5:00PM for the 

August 14, 2020 Special Board meeting. 
5. In order to make a comment during Call to the Public, please dial *9, which will indicate you want to speak. 
 
To obtain a copy of the agenda go to https://www.santacruzcountyaz.gov/AgendaCenter. 
 
The Board of Supervisors may vote to hold an executive session for the purpose of obtaining legal advice 
from the Board’s Attorney on any matter listed on the agenda pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(3). 
 
Dated this 12th day of August, 2020. 

       
Tara R. Hampton, Clerk 

      Board of Supervisors 
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To obtain a copy of the agenda go to https://www.santacruzcountyaz.gov/AgendaCenter. 
  
A. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

B. CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
 This is the time for the public to comment.  Members of the Board may not discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. 

Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01(H), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter,    
        responding to any criticism or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date. 

 

C. ACTION ITEM                             ACTION TAKEN          
1.    Discussion/possible action to approve and certify the Canvass of the results for the 08/04/20 Primary Election  

  (Req: Elections)                         _________ 
2.  Discussion/possible action to approve letter urging the Governor to allow the local governing school boards flexibility in  

 regards to implementation of Executive Order 2020-51 (Req: County Manager)                  _________ 
 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Posted: 08/13/2020 at 8:15 a.m. by LT 
Tara R. Hampton, Clerk of the Board 

 

The Board of Supervisors may vote to hold an executive session for the purpose of obtaining legal advice from the Board’s Attorney on any 
matter listed on the agenda pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) (3). 
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Governor Ducey: 

While we share your commitment to the safety of residents of Arizona as we face this pandemic, we are concerned 
that there is a disconnect between your stated policies and the requirements dictated by Executive Order 2020-51 
which lays out the requirements for students returning for onsite services. The Nogales Unified School District 
(NUSD) is unable to meet the requirements and we ask that you revise the dictates of the Executive Order.   
While the Executive Order does allow for waivers, the benchmarks are so high that NUSD will essentially not be able 
to qualify for the waivers.  With an enrollment of 5,600 students, the make-up of the student body is so diverse and 
of such high levels of need, that in the end, even with the waivers, NUSD will still be required to offer onsite services, 
five days a week, for approximately 90% of the student body, or over 5,000 students.  
The NUSD student body is comprised as follows: free and reduced population at 82%, students with disabilities at 
11%, English learners at 21%, and foster students at approximately 2%. And we are hearing that this situation is 
being repeated in district after district with low income populations throughout the state. 
Local governing school boards are committed to providing the best educational outcomes for the students in their 
district. But it is the local school board that best knows the capabilities and resources, along with the in-depth 
knowledge of the facilities available at the schools, so that they are the best-equipped to define and implement the 
optimal plan for NUSD to move forward during the pandemic. The school board is committed to fulfilling the 
educational requirements such as instruction time and onsite services, while ensuring the safety of the students, 
faculty and school community that includes the family members for each student.  
Executive Order 2020-51 has tied the hands of NUSD and thereby putting students, faculty and their families at risk 
of falling prey to COVID-19. Certainly, schools need more resources, but there needs to be consideration for the 
needs of marginalized districts. Additionally, we have a very high percentage of our student body that either lacks or 
has very low-quality broadband service thus we ask for assistance from the State in helping provide greater access 
to broadband in order to integrate remote learning as part of the educational plan.  
In short, our request is that local school boards be given flexibility in determining the best alternatives, protocols and 
systems to meet mandates for instruction time and onsite services but with adherence to guidelines as dictated by 
the Centers for Disease Control.  
As experienced with your Executive Order that permitted local governments to consider mandating the use of face 
coverings - an effort that has greatly contributed to the reduction in positivity rates statewide - the success came with 
local jurisdictions determining the best way forward for their communities. We request that you provide that same 
consideration and allowance for our school districts and the education of our children.  

Respectfully, 

 Bruce Bracker    Manuel “Manny” Ruiz        Rudy Molera 
   Chairman   Vice-Chairman  Supervisor 
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