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          PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

         

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02, that the Board of Supervisors of Santa 

Cruz County, State of Arizona, will hold a REGULAR MEETING at 9:30 a.m., on 

WEDNESDAY, September 21st, 2016 at the Santa Cruz County Complex, 2150 N. Congress 

Drive, Room 120, Nogales, Arizona. 

Notice is further given that one or more member of the Board of Supervisors may attend 

this meeting telephonically. 

The Board of Supervisors may vote to hold an executive session for the purpose of obtaining 

legal advice from the Board’s attorney on any matter listed on the agenda pursuant to A.R.S. 

§38-431.03(A)(3). 

 

Dated this 15th day of September, 2016. 
 

 

 

      Melinda Meek, Clerk 

      Board of Supervisors 
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       A G E N D A 
                          September 21, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. 

          Santa Cruz County Complex 
               2150 N. Congress Drive, Room 120 

         Nogales, AZ 85621 
 

 A.      CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

      B.      ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

 C.      CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   

               “This is the time for the public to comment.  Members of the Board may not discuss items that are not specifically  
                 identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01(H), action taken as a result of public comment  
                 will be limited to directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism or scheduling the matter for further  
                 consideration and decision at a later date.”  
 
 

 D.      CURRENT EVENTS 
    1.   Board of Supervisors       

                     2.   Manager 
 

 

 E.      DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND ACTIVITIES 

            1.   Finance: cash & investments, expenditures & revenues reports 

 

     F.      EXECUTIVE SESSION 
   1.   Pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) (2) and (3), discussion and consultation with attorney  

                           for legal advice and in order to consider its position and instruct the County Manager,  

                           Elections Director and Counsel regarding its position in regards to the AUDIT Arizona  

                           August 29, 2016 public records request (Req: Elections Director) 

 

 G.      FLOOD CONTROL            ACTION TAKEN 
    1.  Discussion/possible action to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign  

                     Community Rating System Annual Certification Form (Req: John Hays)             _      _  
 

                               

 H.      ACTION ITEMS                              

                1.  Personnel, waive of hiring freeze and authorization to fill vacant Operations Manager position   

  (Req: Jesus Valdez)  

2.  Discussion/possible action to approve modification Intergovernmental Agreement No.  

     IGA-SABG-GR-17-070116-13 between State of Arizona Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and  

     Family and Santa Cruz County School Superintendent’s Office (Req: Alfredo I. Velasquez) 

3.  Discussion/possible action to approve Memorandum of Understanding between Customs and  

     Border Protection and Santa Cruz County for the continued placement of a communications    

     tower on Red Mountain (Req: I.T. Department) 

4.  Discussion/possible action to approve the Proclamation for National Hispanic Heritage Month   

     from September 15 to October 15, 2016 (Req: María Muñeca) 

  5.  Discussion/possible action to approve Arizona Auto Theft Authority Grant FY2017  

       (Req: County Attorney)   

6.  Discussion/possible action to approve the Proclamation to designate October Domestic Violence   

     Awareness Month (Req: Chairman Molera) 

 

 

 

 

__ 

___ _ ___ 

  

__ 

    ______ 

__ 

 

____    __ 

 

________ 

 

________ 

__ 

_    _____ 
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7.  Discussion/possible action to approve a letter to the U.S. Department of Justice expressing 

     concern over proposed rules requiring local government websites to be ADA compliant 

     (Req: Jennifer St. John) 

  8.  Discussion/possible action to approve Intergovernmental Agreement with the Town of 

     Patagonia for Animal Control Services (Req: Jennifer St. John) 

  9.  Discussion/possible action to approve vehicle donation to the Nogales Unified School  

       District #1 (Req: Jennifer St. John) 

10.  Discussion/possible action to transmit a letter to Governor Ducey regarding County priorities 

       for the FY 2017-2018 State Budget (Req: Jennifer St. John) 

11.  Demands 

12.  Monthly Reports 

13.  Approval of Minutes: 12/16/15  

14.  Discussion/possible action to instruct County Manager, Elections Director and Counsel regarding   

       the Board of Supervisors position with regards to the AUDIT Arizona August 29, 2016  

       public records request (Req: Elections Director) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      _____ 

 

___    ___ 

 

    ______ 

 

_____    _ 

    ___    _ 

    ___    _ 

_____    _ 

__ 

 

    ___    _  

 

   I.    ADJOURNMENT 
 

              Posted: 9/15/16 at 4:48 p.m. by LT 
 

              Melinda Meek, Clerk of the Board 

 

             The Board of Supervisors may vote to hold an executive session for the purpose of obtaining legal advice  
             from the Board’s Attorney on any matter listed on the agenda pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) (3) 
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 Board of Supervisors 
                                   Santa Cruz County 

MANUEL RUIZ 

District 1 

RUDY MOLERA 

District 2 

JOHN MAYNARD 

District 3 

     

 

September 21, 2016 
 
Ms. Rebecca Bond 
Chief, Disability Rights Section 
Civil Rights Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 2885 
Fairfax, Virginia 22031-0885 
 
Re: Comments on RIN 1190-AA65 (Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability: 

Accessibility of Web Information and Services of State and Local Government 
Entities 

 
Dear Ms. Bond: 
 
Santa Cruz County Arizona appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s (DOJ) supplemental advance notice of proposed rulemaking 
regarding nondiscrimination on the basis of disability and the accessibility of web 
information and services of state and local government entities. 
 
County governments across the nation have worked hard to provide information and 
services to their residents using the Internet.  Many counties have voluntarily expended 
substantial resources developing websites that enables constituents to access public 
records, contact their elected representatives, file requests for maintenance, observe county 
board meetings and access other tools and information to improve the quality of life in their 
communities. 
 
County governments have been at the forefront of embracing technology while finding 
innovative ways of streamlining processes and constantly working to increase transparency.  
But this is one of many priorities competing for county resources. Among other things, 
county governments are responsible for roads and bridges, public safety, schools, health 
departments, and social services all of which compete for our limited resources. 
 
Santa Cruz County has a population of under 50,000 and an annual budget of $29,000,000. 
Relative to other counties in the state, we are fourth smallest in population and the smallest 
in geographical area. By percentage, we have the third highest rate of persons living in 
poverty in the State and the fourth lowest average household income.  Over 80% of our 
population identify as Hispanic. Our budget priorities are public safety foremost and 
education.  Among the competing priorities in our budget is the need to address our county’s  
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Information Technology (IT) needs.  The percentage of the annual budget dedicated 
specifically to Information Technology needs is less than three percent. However, this 
includes all IT needs such as staff computers, servers, desk phones, cell phones and other 
communications. Only $50,000 of the overall annual IT budget goes specifically to our 
website. Increasing the funding necessary for the county’s website would require significant 
cuts in other mandated services that serve our residents including public safety, roads and 
health services. 
 
Our county’s website has existed since 2014. It was designed and is by a third-party vendor.  
It has over 450 pages in total, with some departments, like Public Works or the Courts, with 
more pages than other departments. Aside from general information, our website provides 
information about our area, access to County maps and on-line services such as payment 
options.  
 
Currently, the County’s entire website is ADA accessible in accordance with Section 508 of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 
2.0 A & AA. When we established our compliant website with these standards of accessibility, 
it cost us $58,000 at the time. If the requirements are increased, we would be hard pressed 
to find the additional funds necessary to comply.  
 
There would be numerous additional costs to such a venture including staff hours to oversee 
the hiring of outside experts, and hours of staff training to implement increased accessibility 
standards.  In addition to the cost of oversight, our county would spend currently 
unbudgeted money on new hardware and software to remain in compliance. 
 
The additional costs cited above do not include changes to third-party content that is posted 
to the county’s website.  If rules were put in place affecting third-party content Santa Cruz 
County would likely have to remove this content altogether which includes business and 
health resources, to name a few. 
 
The County’s website has very limited video content. However, the cost of adding video 
content with closed captioning provided would be prohibitive.   
 
If the U.S. Department of Justice decides to implement new standards, we ask the proposed 
time of compliance is increased from two years to at least five years.  The additional time 
would be helpful in planning a long-term strategy for raising revenue to implement any new 
requirements, and provide the County with the adequate time to properly plan for any new 
changes.   
 
Without the adequate time to implement changes, Santa Cruz County could be forced to make 
tough decisions including removing key content from our website, or taking down our 
website for an extended period of time. 
 
As the U.S. Department of Justice continues to consider the creation of new rules we hope 
that you will take the concerns of Santa Cruz County Arizona into consideration.  We 
encourage the U.S. Department of Justice to continue to work with all local government 
stakeholders as you further explore new accessibility requirements for local government 
websites. 
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Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jennifer St. John, County 
Manager, at 520.375.7812. 
 
On behalf of Santa Cruz County, we greatly appreciate your consideration of our comments. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 

              
Rudy Molera     Manuel Ruiz    John Maynard  
Chairman    Vice-Chairman   Member 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Cruz County Complex 

* 2150 North Congress Drive * P.O. Box 1150 * Nogales, Arizona  85621 

* (520) 375-7812 * FAX (520) 761-7843 * TDD (520) 761-7816 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (hereinafter ‘Agreement’), entered into by and 
between the TOWN OF PATAGONIA, a municipal corporation (hereinafter referred to as ‘Town”), and 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Arizona (hereinafter referred to as ‘County’), 
the Town and the County have agreed pursuant to A.R.S. §11-952, as follows:  
 
 PURPOSE: The purpose of this Agreement is to provide a means of controlling the problem of 
stray dogs, cats, and the management of wildlife in the Town, and therefore, it is hereby agreed by both 
parties that in order to control the problem, each party will engage in certain activities as follows:  
 

I. THE TOWN WILL:  
 

a. Hire an individual to serve as Animal Control Officer (hereinafter ‘ACO’) to work on a part-
time basis or on an emergency basis for the purpose of responding to complaints 
concerning stray dogs and cats or other animals causing a public nuisance.  In the event 
no ACO is employed, the Patagonia Marshal’s Office will conduct duties of the ACO as 
required.  
 

b. Require the ACO to impound such stray animals and any wildlife in a temporary holding 
facility established by the Town, and/or transport such animals to the County Animal 
Control Center in Nogales, Arizona.  
 

c. Pay the entire salary of the ACO out of Town funds without cost to the County.  
 

d. Establish a daily impound fee for dogs and cats impounded at the temporary holding 
facility.  
 

e. Pay any impoundment, board, or applicable pickup fees established by the County for 
animals impounded at the County Animal Control Center. Fees are set as indicated in 
Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein as it fully set forth in this Agreement. 
 

f. Require the ACO to advise pet owners wishing the return of their pets of the following 
 

1. That all dogs and cats shall be vaccinated against rabies and other diseases, as 
specified in Santa Cruz County Ordinance No. 1985-3 and Town of Patagonia Code, 
Chapter 6, Section 6-1-3. 
 

2. That all dogs and cats must be licensed and the required fee be paid in accordance 
with the fees by the County. 

 
g.  Pay fees owed to the County within thirty (30) days of receipt of invoices from the 

County. 
 

II. THE COUNTY WILL:  
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a. Upon request of the Town, remove the impounded animals from the temporary holding 

facility in Patagonia and transport such animals to the Animal Control Center in Nogales, 
Arizona. 
 

b. House Town impounded animals at the Animal Control Center until released or otherwise 
disposed of. 
 

c. Hold all dogs and cats for a minimum of seventy-two (72) hours at the Animal Control 
Center. After such time, if such animals have not been returned to their owners, such 
animals may be placed for adoption or euthanized in a humane matter. 
 

d. Charge the Town a pick up fee as established by the County if an animal is removed by 
the County from the temporary holding facility in Patagonia and such animal is 
transported by the County to the Animal Control Center in Nogales, Arizona. 
 

e.  Charge the impoundment and board fee established by the County to those pet owners 
desiring the return of their pets from the Animal Control Center in Nogales, Arizona. 
 

f. Charge the Town the full impoundment fee and board for the initial seventy-two (72) 
hours of impoundment on all animals impounded from the Town that are not returned to 
their owners. 
 

g. If the Town submits an animal to the County for rabies testing at the State Laboratory in 
Tucson, Arizona, a fee of $50.00 per animal will be charged to the Town. 
 

h. Charge a reduced fee for board if an animal is impounded at the Animal Control Center in 
Nogales, Arizona by the Town and needs to remain in custody in excess of seventy-two 
(72) hours for court litigation. The reduced rate will be $5.00 per day. 
 

i. Respond to Patagonia in emergency situations when the Patagonia ACO is unavailable, 
and transport and impound animals associated with such situations. The County will be 
compensated for responding to such emergencies in accordance with paragraphs d. and 
f. of this section. 
 

III. MISECELLANEOUS PROVISIONS: 
 

a. Termination: This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon giving the other 
party sixty (60) days written notice of its intent to terminate this Agreement. 
 

b. Term: This Agreement shall be effective on the date it is last signed by the parties. Except 
as otherwise provided in this Agreement, this Agreement shall commence on September 
1, 2016 and terminate on August 31, 2017. Any modification or extension of this 
Agreement shall be by formal written amendment and executed by the parties thereto.  
This Agreement shall automatically renew each year unless either party gives notice of 
termination 30 days prior to the end of the year preceding. 
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c. Disposal of Property: Upon termination of this Agreement, all property involved shall 
revert back to the owner. Termination shall not relieve any party from the liabilities or 
costs already incurred under this Agreement, nor affect any ownership of property 
pursuant to this Agreement. 
 

d. Indemnification: To the fullest extent permitted by law, each party agrees to defend, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the other party and the other party’s officers agents, and 
employees from all claims, losses and causes of actions arising out of, resulting from, or 
in any manner connected with this Agreement, but only to the extent that such claim, 
loss, cause of action, damage or injury is caused or contributed to by the negligent acts 
or omissions of the indemnifying party. 
 

e. Compliance with Laws: The County and the Town shall comply with all federal, state and 
local laws, rules, regulations, standards and Executive Orders, without limitation to those 
designated within this Agreement. The laws and regulations of the State of Arizona shall 
govern the rights of the parties, the performance of this Agreement and any disputes 
hereunder. Any action relating to this Agreement shall be brought in an Arizona court in 
Santa Cruz County. Any changes in the governing laws, rules and regulations during the 
terms of this Agreement shall apply but do not require an amendment to this Agreement. 
 

f. Worker’s Compensation: Each party shall comply with the notice of A.R.S. §23-1022(E). 
For purposes of A.R.S. §23-1022, each party shall be considered the primary employer of 
all personnel currently or hereafter employed by the party, irrespective of the operations 
of protocol in place, and said party shall have the sole responsibility for the payment of 
Worker’s Compensation benefits or other fringe benefits of said employees. 
 

g. No Joint Venture: It is not intended by this Agreement to, and nothing contained in this 
Agreement shall be construed to, create any partnership, joint venture or employment 
relationship between the parties, or create any employer-employee relationship between 
Town and County employees, or between County and Town employees. Neither party 
should be liable for any debts, accounts, obligations nor other liabilities whatsoever of 
the other, including (without limitation) the other party’s obligation to withhold Social 
Security and income taxes for itself or any of its employees. 
 

h.  No Third Party Beneficiaries: Nothing in the provisions of this Agreement is intended to 
create duties or obligations to or rights in third parties not parties to this Agreement, or 
affect the legal liability of either party to the Agreement by imposing any standard of care 
different from the standard of care impose by law. 
 

i. Entire Agreement: This document constitutes the entire agreement between the parties 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof, and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, 
understandings, oral or written, are hereby superseded and merged herein. This 
Agreement shall not be modified, amended, altered or extended except through a written 
amendment signed by the parties.  
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j. Severability: If any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid or enforceable, the 
remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. 
 

k. Conflict of Interest: This Agreement is subject to cancellation for conflict of interest 
pursuant to A.R.S. §38-511, the pertinent provisions of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 
 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed by their 
respective proper officers. 
 
 
 DATED this_____ day of __________________ 2016. 
 
                                                          TOWN OF PATAGONIA 
 
 
 
         By: ___________________________ 
                                                                  Richard E. Isakson, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 DATED this_____ day of __________________ 2016. 
 
                                                          SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 
 
 
 
         By: ___________________________ 
                                                                 Rudy Molera, Chairman 
          Board of Supervisors 

 
 
 
 
Attest:      Attest: 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Melinda Meek ,    Clerk of the Town of Patagonia 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors   
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The foregoing Intergovernmental Agreement between Santa Cruz County and the Town of 
Patagonia has been reviewed pursuant to A.R.S. §11-952 by the undersigned, who have determined 
that it is in proper form and is within the powers and authority granted under the laws of the State of 
Arizona to those parties to the Intergovernmental Agreement. 

 
 
 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Attorney for the Town of Patagonia   Attorney for Santa Cruz County    
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EXHIBIT A – Fee Schedule 
 
 

SERVICES FEE 

License – Altered (proof required)     $12.00  

License – Unaltered  $35.00 

License – Altered, Senior/Disabled (proof 
required) 

$8.00 

License – Unaltered, Senior/Disabled (proof 
required) 

$20.00 

Replacement License $7.00 

License Transfer $5.00 

License Late Fee $5.00 

Impound Fees – 1st Offense $25.00 

Impound Fees – 2nd Offense $50.00 

Impound Fees – 3rd Offense and after $75.00 

Board – (per day) $10.00  

Animal Pick Up at Residence (owned) $30.00 

Euthanasia $35.00 

Disposal Fee $10.00 

Trap Rental for Two Weeks $5.00 

Report Request $1.00 (Per page) 

Adoption (dog or cat) - $10.00 (includes Parvo/Distemper Shot for dogs, RCP for cats) 
Owner is responsible for cost of spay/neuter and rabies vaccination. 
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